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KEEPING BASS ALIVE: A Guidebook for Anglers and Tournament Organizers 
 
PART 2. The TOURNAMENT ORGANIZER’S role in improving survival of released bass 
 

WEIGH-IN PROCEDURES FOR TOURNAMENTS WITH LESS THAN 25 ANGLERS OR TEAMS 
 
TOURNAMENT DURATION & BAG LIMITS  
 
• In hot months, reduce tournament duraPon to no more than six (6) hours to minimize Pme in the 

livewell and bag limits should be reduced to no more than three (3) per angler. 
 
THE WEIGH-IN  
 
• Require use of organiza/on’s weigh-in bags to control the pace of the weigh-in. 
• Weigh-in bags should have a capacity of five (5) gallons with an outer vinyl bag and an inner mesh bag.  
• Anglers add minimum two (2) gallons of livewell water to transport fish to the check sta/on.  
• Fish should never be confined in closed weigh-in bags for more than two (2) minutes. 
• Fish are dumped out of the mesh bag into the check sta/on sink to determine legal length and live or dead 

(for penalty purposes).  
• Double sink allows angler to place water-filled outer bag in other side, placing mesh bag back inside as the 

weighmaster returns each fish aIer they are checked.  
• At the scales, the angler’s mesh bag containing the fish is pulled out of the outer bag, allowed to drain 

briefly, and placed on the scales (fish remain in the mesh bag). 
• Fish should be out of water no more than 10-20 seconds.  
• AIer weighing, the mesh bag is placed back in a water-filled outer bag and transported to the release site.  

 

 
POST WEIGH-IN  
 
• Anglers carry bag to the release site. Permits may require transpor/ng fish away from the weigh-in site. 
• No dead or dying fish should be returned to the tournament waters under any circumstances. Do not 

release any fish that appear to be weak or cannot maintain an upright posi/on. 



• Dead fish should be separated and placed on ice to be kept, given away, or properly disposed of.  
 

WEIGH-IN PROCEDURES FOR TOURNAMENTS WITH GREATER THAN 25 ANGLERS/TEAMS 
  
TOURNAMENT FORMAT  
 
• Summer tournaments – as above, use shorter hours, lower bag limits. 
• The field should be divided into flights of no more than 25 anglers/teams per flight. Allow at least 10-15 

minutes between flight check-in Pmes.  
• Limit weigh-in bags to prevent lines from exceeding what wai/ng line tanks can accommodate (see below).  
 
THE WEIGH-IN 
 
• Procedures follow those explained previously. 
 
WAITING LINE TANKS  
 
• Set up 100-150 gallon plas/c or poly (not galvanized steel) holding tanks.  
• Tanks accommodate no more than four (4) anglers at a /me. 
• WaiPng line tanks should be in a shaded area or have a covered canopy.  
• Compressed air via a 110V compressor supplies air to the tanks, with air diffuser stones in each tank.  
• If no electric power is available, a 12V air pump can supply lower flow volume to two or three tanks. 
• Aera/ng the en/re tank and using mesh bags is more efficient than having droppers for each closed bag. 
• Temperature control is especially important in warm weather. When surface water temperature first 

thing in the morning exceeds 75°F (70°F with Smallmouth Bass), tanks should be only 5–7°F cooler.  
• Use floaPng thermometer to monitor tank temperature and have sufficient ice available to add 

periodically. 
• A boZled oxygen system with regulators, flow meters and oxygen diffuser stones; or an oxygen 

concentra/ng device, can be subs/tuted for the air compressor system.  
 

 
 
POST WEIGH-IN  
 
• Anglers or Tournament Staff/volunteers carry bags to the release site or release boat/trailer.  
• Weigh-in bags must cycle back to the wai/ng line for the next flight. 



• No dead or dying fish should be returned to the tournament waters under any circumstances. Do not 
release any fish that appear to be weak or cannot maintain an upright posiPon. 

• Dead fish should be separated and placed on ice to be kept, given away, or properly disposed of.  
USE OF RELEASE BOATS or TRAILERS  
 
• Tournaments with more than 75 anglers/teams -or- if weigh-in loca/on is where fish would be released 

into shallow, stagnant, warm water or with excessive boat traffic, should consider the use of a live release 
boat or trailer to help move fish away from the weigh-in site (if allowed by state fisheries authori/es).  

• Tanks should be equipped with boZom release (for boats) or chute (for trailers) to minimize handling.  
• Fill tanks with lake, river, or reservoir water if possible. If using municipal water, treat with the prescribed 

amount of commercial chlorine neutralizer.  
• Tank capacity should be minimum of 500 gallons. Mul/ple compartments allow separate releases.  
• Fish loading density must not exceed one (1) pound of bass per gallon of water. Tournament Staff must 

keep a running tally of pounds during the loading.  
• Treat tanks with non-iodized table salt at a rate of 2-1/2 pounds/100 gallons of water. There are no 

commercial livewell treatment chemicals that have FDA approval for use on fish that might be caught again 
and eaten. Only water condi/oners that remove chlorine or ammonia are allowed. 

• Maintain temps at 5–7°F cooler than early morning lake, river, or reservoir water temperature when 
temps are over 75°F (70°F for Smallmouth Bass). 

• Prepare tanks at least 30 minutes before weigh-in.  Add ice sparingly at first, check temperatures, then add 
more if needed (easy to cool - nearly impossible to warm up). Start with 30 pounds/150-gallon tank and 
add more ice as needed to achieve the desired temp. 

• The tanks should have pure oxygen supplied from a welding-style oxygen boele with a high-pressure 
regulator and a precision flow meter, or from a high-capacity oxygen concentraPng device. 

• Oxygen is delivered through a diffuser specifically designed for oxygen. Fine-pore stones put out micro-
bubbles that sufficiently saturate the tank water with oxygen.  

• Dissolved oxygen levels should be maintained at five (5) parts per million (ppm) or higher in all holding 
tanks. Work to achieve oxygen satura/on for a given temperature (search – “oxygen satura/on at water 
temperature” to find the target satura/on). 

• An oxygen/temperature meter should be available to monitor dissolved oxygen in the wai/ng tanks and 
the release boat/trailer. Local DNR Fisheries staff may have equipment to assist with tes/ng. 

• Fish should be distributed evenly among the tanks during the weigh-in. Load tanks sequen/ally to prevent 
overloading a single compartment.  

• Release staff must be trained to idenPfy the need for fizzing and know proper technique. 
www.bassmaster.com/conserva/on-news/video/fizzing-smallmouth-bass/  and 
www.bassmaster.com/conserva/on-news/video/how-and-where-to-fizz-largemouth-bass/ 

• Fish should be released in water less than 20 feet deep, a minimum of one-half (1/2) miles from the 
weigh-in site, and at least 100 yards from shore (or more if required by lake authori/es).  

• Dead or dying fish should NOT be returned to the tournament waters under any circumstances. Make 
prior arrangements for proper disposal. 

 

http://www.bassmaster.com/conservation-news/video/fizzing-smallmouth-bass/
http://www.bassmaster.com/conservation-news/video/how-and-where-to-fizz-largemouth-bass/


  
 
 

 

  
 
USE OF TEMPORARY HOLDING TANKS  
 
• If water temperatures are below 75°F (70°F for Smallmouth Bass), then surplus fish may be released at the 

weigh-in site once the release boat/trailer has reached maximum capacity …IF…  water quality at the 
weigh-in site is deemed sufficient to prevent mortality (i.e. not stagnant or polluted).   

• However, if water quality is not suitable, temporary tanks should be located as close to the release 
boat/tank as possible, covered or placed in the shade.  

• The same water quality standards should also be used for temporary holding tanks. Providing adequate 
oxygen (not simple aera/on) and proper temperature control are cri/cal. 

• Fish are transferred to the release boat/trailer as soon as it has refilled and is ready to receive more fish.  
• If the release site is deemed unsafe and no temporary tanks are available, the weigh-in should be 

suspended unPl the release boat/trailer has been refilled, cooled as needed and ready for another load. 
 
STAFF REQUIREMENTS  
 
• For larger events with mul/ple flights, there should be at least one worker controlling the number of bags 

being distributed at the “bag line” and recycling bags aIer each bag of fish is weighed. Two (2) workers at 
the check sta/on, one to examine fish and one to record numbers and penal/es. A weighmaster puts fish 
on the scales and may also act as an MC announcing weights. Release boats or trailers will require staff to 
handle loading and addi/onal personnel for fizzing as needed.  
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