AERF-APMS to award $3,000 for the best aquatic plant management project proposal

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — If your B.A.S.S. Nation club has a proposal for a project that either helps
control invasive aquatic plants or helps native vegetation thrive, your club could win the $3,000
AERF-APMS/B.A.S.S. Conservation Aquatic Vegetation Management Grant in 2016.

The chapter or club that proposes the most outstanding project will be awarded the grant at the
2016 Bassmaster Classic in Tulsa, Oklahoma by representatives of the Aquatic Ecosystems
Restoration Foundation and the Aquatic Plant Management Society.

The project must be multi-year in scope and on waters accessible to the public. The proposal
submission should be a one-page document and must include:

e A brief description of the need and the overarching long-term goal

o Alist of short-term, measureable objectives that can be accomplished in one year;

¢ A monitoring plan to show how objectives are met and how long-term success will be
demonstrated:;

e An acknowledgement from the state fisheries resource agency, municipality or lake
authority showing a cooperative working relationship;

o A description of how youth workers such as a Junior Bassmasters, B.A.S.S. High School
or College team members are involved (not required, but projects with youth involvement
will have a competitive edge in the judging process);

e A simple budget explaining how much the project will cost, the amount requested from
AERF-APMS, and how that will complement funds obtained from other sources;

¢ Atimeline for implementation and evaluation;

e An aerial photo or map of the project site(s) and any photos that help explain the current
situation and need. These should be included as separate attached files (not embedded
in the Word or PDF file).

The submission narrative should be e-mailed as an MS Word document (.doc or .docx) or PDF
file. Photographs should be may be reduced in size for e-mailing but high resolution JPG
images (~600 dpi) and/or HD video will be required as part of follow-up reporting if the
submission is selected to receive the award.

Projects must be submitted to B.A.S.S. Conservation by January 15" 2016 to be eligible for the
award.

Judging will be done by the B.A.S.S. Conservation Director, Dr. Mike Netherland (APMS) and
Carlton Layne (AERF).

Submissions must be e-mailed by January 15th to Gene Gilliland, B.A.S.S. Conservation
Director at gqillland@bassmaster.com
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